
A L L  C R E A T U  R E S O F  O U R  G O D  A N D  K I N G

ls that  supposed to be Jesus? No,  i t 's  a  very k ind man whose name was St .
Francis  of  Assis i .  Thb name "Assis i "  is  near ly  a lways associated wi th St .
F ranc is fo r i t  i s the  name o f  the  town in  l ta l y  i n  wh ich  he  was  born  and  where
he  l i ved  mos t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  As  a  young  man he  was  w i ld  and  go t  i n to  a l l  k inds
o f  t roub le .  As  the  son  o f  a  ve ry  r i ch  man he  fe l t  he  cou ld  do  any th ing  he
wanted and not  be punished for  i t .

One n ight  he was made to real ize how wrong such a l i fe  was.  He began to
feel  he should pat tern h is  l i fe  af ter  Jesus.  He to.ok a vow of  pover ty  so he
cou ld  say ,  l i ke  Jesus ,  tha t  he  owned  no th ing  and  gave  a l l  he  had  to  he lp  poor
people.  That  is  what  is  meant  by a vow of  pover ty .

No t  on ly  h i s  s imp le  c lo thes ,  bu t  a l l  t ha t  he  d id  -  he lp ing  the  s i ck  and  poor ,  wander ing  abou t  the
country  to  te l l  the peasants and a l l  who would l is ten about  the joys of  serv ing Chr is t  -  eueryth ing was
St .  F ranc is 'way  to  p rove  h is  love  fo r  God  by  se rv ing  h is  fe l l ow man!

S t .  F ranc is  loved  God 's  wor ld  and  the  f l owers  and  the  many  c rea tu res  in  i t .  He  wro te  "A l l  C rea tu res
o f  Our  God  and  K ing"  -  wh ich  i s  so  fu l l  o f  j oy  and  p ra ise  and  the  beau t ies  o f  na tu re  -  when  he  was
a lmos t  b l i nd  and  near  dea th .  lmag ine  tha t  you  were  pa in t ing  a  la rge  mura l  o f  th i s  hymn.  What  wou ld
be  some o f  the  th ings  you  wou ld  pa in t  i n  i t :

The  German tune  name,  "Lass t  Uns  Er f reuen , "  means  "Le t  us  be  g lad" . . .  and  i f  you  l i s ten  ca re fu l l y
the  mus ic  has  th i s  fee l ing .Jus t  l i s ten  to  the  joy fu l  rhy thm and  l i l t  o f  the  mus ic .  Th is  tune  was  f i r s t
wr i t ten  fo r  an  Eas te r  A l le lu ia ,  bu t  doesn ' t  i t  exp ress  the  happ iness  o f  S t .  F ranc is 'words  ve ry  we l l?

D id  you  no t i ce  * r )  rhy thm? The  2  means  tha t  a  ha l f  no te  ge ts  on ly  one  coun t ,  so  tha t  the  rhy thm
w o u l d  b e :

L is ten  and  look  to  see  how many  t imes  you  f i nd  these  me lod ic  pa t te rns :

l f  you  ever  v i s i t  t he  l i t t l e  town o f  Ass is i  i n  l t a l y ,  you  w i l l f i nd  the re  a  beau t i fu l  church  bu i l t  700  years
ago  in  memory  o f  S t .  F ranc is  -  and  whenever  you  hear  th i s  hymn,  you  can  th ink  o f  the  young  man
who gave up weal th and i t 's  accompanying exc i tement .  He d iscovered,  through a l i fe  of  pover ty ,  great
joy  in  a  fu l l  l i f e  o f  l ove  and  gen t leness .  "A l le lu ia ! "
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